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Summer 2021 

 

As we approach the end of another 'very strange' school year it is time to reflect on, and to look 
forward to, some of the accomplishments of our students over this COVID affected period in our 
lives. Hopefully, some of that has been captured on the following pages.   
  
Before that, I need to say a huge THANK YOU to all parents and carers, who have shown great 
patience, continued support and understanding as we have navigated through the barriers and 
opportunities presented to us by managing a school and learning through a pandemic. We    
couldn’t have done this without you!  It’s not all been easy however, we approach the end of term 
relatively unscathed, thankfully!  
 
We’ve navigated the often conflicting and rapidly produced DfE guidance together and because of 
your backing, we have had relatively low incidences of COVID related matters to have to deal with 
in this school.  Although this is the ideal position for us, I’m also very mindful that many other 
schools have not been so lucky with community acquired infection cases and therefore many   
students have had further disruptions to their learning.   
  
Thank you for what you have done so far to protect our school community from COVID and I’m 
sure you appreciate we’re not out of the woods yet, so we need to carry on in the same vein next 
term.   
  
As a Learning Centre, we were in the category of school that never closed throughout the        
lockdowns.  We were delighted to be able to welcome students in every day. It was also lovely to 
see the vast majority of our students chose to come into school, even when the mainstream 
schools remained shut and their brothers and sisters were staying at home. Whilst we were glad 
to be able to offer an on-line learning option, it was no substitute for engaging with our students 
face to face.   
  
Thank you also for those of you who have had meetings with us over various matters, and  finding 
a way though the technology to be able to do those online. Some of these have been more      
successful than others and I think we exceeded our bandwidth on many occasions! If local       
infection rates remain low, we’re hoping to be able to open up more areas of the school so that we 
can have the option of an in person, on-line or even blended approach to meetings as we move 
ahead.  
  
We were able to advise on issues relating to mental health in general and additional issues 
caused by the pandemic. We feel sure that ‘these issues’ have not gone away and in fact more 
may well emerge in the months and years ahead. Just a reminder, please don’t hesitate to contact 
us if you feel that you or any of yours are being affected and we’ll do our best to support and / or 
signpost you.   
  
We said farewell to our Year 11 students at the end of June. For a second year in succession 
their grades have been calculated by teaching staff based upon what they can evidence about a 
student’s ability. They will collect their GCSE Grades in August which will help them with their 
Post-16 plans, including further education, training and apprenticeship, and for some work. We 
wish them well for their futures.   
              /continued 
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Obviously, the current Year 10 students have also had now two COVID affected years in terms of 
exam study and preparation. At the moment, the arrangements for their end of Year 11              
examinations are unclear, it could simply be a return to traditional examinations. As the fog lifts on 
that we’ll contact parents and prepare students in the best way we can.   
  
This year, several of our younger aged students have either successfully moved on or will be   
moving on to new schools in the very near future. Well done them! We have enjoyed getting to 
know each of them, working and preparing them for their next steps. We wish them every success 
for their new start and beyond and, in the nicest possible way, remember us fondly however we 
don’t really want to see you referred back to us in the future! Go forward, do well and continue to 
do well!   
  
We’re also preparing to say 'farewell and all the very best' to a number of key staff at the end of 
term. They are:  
 
Tom Bartlett TA who will be returning to University 
  
Ian Bell and Jane Wright who both have new positions to move onto and finally to            
Jan Harris who has taught catering here ever since the centre opened 15 years ago. Jan 
says that she is retiring to travel the world, we’ll believe the retiring bit when we see it!  All have 
done a great job here for the many students that have worked with over the years, for which we 
thank them. They will be missed by students and colleagues alike and we wish them every        
success with their next step in life too.   
 
Thank you, good luck and bon-voyage.   
  
Finally, here’s wishing you and your families a very safe and fun packed summer break. May the 
sun shine on us all and we look forward to welcoming our returnees, in September.  Enjoy the 
Compass News which contains a reminder for the ‘Summer in Dorset’ programme if you have not 
already signed up for the activities.   
  
Thank you, stay safe, stay well and enjoy the summer, on behalf of the Governors and staff at 
Compass.               
 
Alison Glazier 
Headteacher 

Summer in Dorset 
 

Summer in Dorset is an opportunity for children and young people to: 

 

 take part in an exciting programme of activities and events 

 make new friends 

 enjoy tasty and nutritious food 

 take part in physical exercise and learn new skills 

 have lots of fun! 

 

For more information go to the following website: 

 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/children-families/holiday-activities-and-food-programme/summer-in

-dorset 
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COVID Arrangements and  

Lateral Flow Testing for Students  
 

Following the Government’s announcement to relax COVID restrictions on 19 July, we would like 

to clarify for you the expectations going forward.   

 

Hands - Face - Space - Ventilate 

 

We continue to promote this approach and encourage all students to sanitise hands regularly. 

 

Face Coverings 

 

Face coverings in school still remain optional for those students who wish to wear one.  

 

Students will be required to continue wearing face coverings on school transport until the end of 

term.  The local authority will make a decision regarding arrangements for September closer to the 

time. 

 

Lateral Flow Testing for Students 

 

We will be distributing lateral flow home testing kits to students  before the end of term and would 

ask that they continue to test twice weekly at home. 

 

The latest Department for Education guidance has stated that all students will need to have two 

Lateral Flow Tests in school on their return in September. We will therefore be carrying these out 

on their first day back (either Friday 3 or Monday 6 September) and then again on Thursday 9 

September. We may be further advised to continue this for longer and will let you know if 

this is the case in the Autumn Term. 

 

If you have already consented to your child being tested in school you do not need to do this 

again, however anyone who we do not currently have consent for, we will be contacting. 

 

Thank you to both students and parents / carers for your patience and continued support with   

regard to COVID measures.  By working together we are keeping everyone safe. 

Stay Safe in the Sunshine 
 

Look after yourself in the sunshine this summer break - try to remember the following…. 

 

 Stay out of the sun between 11am and 3pm 

 Wear a hat 

 Use sun cream 

 Wear sunglasses 

 Stay hydrated - drink plenty of water 

 Cover up 
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Esports  
 

Esports (or competitive multiplayer video games for spectators) will be a 
new all-day provision starting in September for our Year 10                  
students.  
 
Esports is not just about playing video games, that’s a relatively small 
part of the overall qualifications and it has many cross curricular 
links, including English, I.T, Graphic Design, Business Studies, Sport 
and more.  
 
When students are playing Esports though, they are                                   
also learning incredible skills without even realising, even when playing 
video games at home. They are training their communication skills,     
logical thinking, hand eye coordination, decision making, the list really 
goes on.  
 
We are very excited to begin this qualification based around competitive gaming, submitting our own    
Esports team and competing against other schools and colleges around the country. You can see our 
team logo 'Honour Roll' above.         Jordan 

Life Skills 
 

We are pleased to announce that The Compass has achieved the Bronze 

category in the Skills Builder Award. 

 

The Skills Builder Partnership brings together more than 700 organisations 

towards a common mission: ensuring that one day, everyone builds the  

essential skills to succeed. The Skills Builder Partnership work with         

educators, employers and impact organisations to establish a shared      

language, principles and outcomes for eight essential skills which drive 

learning in school, underpin success in employment and foster life-long   

personal and professional development.  

 

Teachers at Compass have worked with students across the school to enhance employability skills 

across the curriculum. During our recovery curriculum post lockdown, the essential skills have been 

highlighted more than ever: speaking, listening, teamwork, leadership, creativity, problem solving, 

aiming high and staying positive. 

 

Well done to everybody involved. We hope to see students become more focused on their next 

steps through achieving this programme. We want students to realise their own skills, qualities and 

potential for a bright future. Well done, Team Compass!     Lorraine 
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Key Stage 3 
 

This year we have seen some excellent progress in all of our students, who have not only         

improved academically but also as young people. The students have learnt to regulate their    

emotions better throughout the year by engaging and working towards activities they all enjoy 

such as offsite PE, laser tag, Max Events and enrichment.  

 

All three Key Stage 3 classes had amazing success in creating their own film projects on Movie 

Maker. The students showed great resilience when learning how to use the software and           

excellent creativity to produce very funny and entertaining content. They all really enjoyed the   

project and it has enhanced their overall ICT skills.  

 

We have also been on a couple of exciting trips this year, the first being a trip to Durdle Door 

where we looked at the different types of rock along the coast line and enjoyed a lovely scenic 

walk. Nearer the latter end of the year, we went to Puddletown Forest to take part in an                 

orienteering activity that all the students enjoyed.         Craig & Rob 

 

 

Student Lunches & Free School Meal Vouchers 
 

Please can  parents / carers ensure students’ packed lunches are as healthy 

as possible and  do not contain any carbonated  / fizzy drinks, sweets or    

confectionary products.  Thank you. 

 

Free School Meal vouchers for the Summer holiday should arrive via inboxes 

on Wednesday 21 July and new vouchers will be purchased in September.  
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Max Events 
 

Over the past year we are proud to share the progress of students working with us at Max Events.      

Working as a team the children have cleared an area of woodland and built a ‘camp’ which       

provides shelter, warmth as well as educational and storage areas. They have also worked       

independently building their own dens. They have been safely taught a wide range of bush craft 

skills from using the tools of the trade, working with green wood, preparing and cooking game, 

hurdle making, bow making and navigation to name a few. All of which being in an outdoor     

woodland environment, developing the children’s life skills including confidence, self esteem and       

respect. We have a reward scheme in place that allows the children to take part in outdoor         

activities such as quad biking and target sports.       Mark 
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TERM DATES 2021-22 
 

Autumn Term: 

 

Thursday 2 September 2021    INSET Day No:1 

Friday 3 September 2021    Years 7, 8 & 10 only 

Monday 6 September 2021    Years 9 & 11 only 

Tuesday 7 September 2021    Full opening for all Year groups 

Friday 22 October 2021    INSET Day No: 2 

Monday 25 to Friday 29 October 2021  Half Term Holiday 

Friday 17 December 2021    End of Autumn Term 

 

Spring Term: 

 

Tuesday 4 January 2022    Spring Term Begins 

Friday 18 February 2022    INSET Day No: 3 

Monday 21 to Friday 25 February 2022  Half Term Holiday 

Thursday 7 April 2022     End of Spring Term 

Friday 8 April 2022     INSET Day No: 4 

 

Summer Term: 

 

Monday 25 April 2022     Summer Term Begins 

Monday 2 May 2022     Early May Bank Holiday 

Friday 27 May 2022     INSET Day No: 5 

Monday 30 May to Friday 3 June 2022  Half Term Holiday 

Friday 22 July 2022     End of Summer Term 


